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Thoughts from a Criminology Scholar on Gender Equality after #ME
TOO in Taiwan?

Min-chieh Jay Lin

ABSTRACT
Since the rise of the #MeToo movement in Hollywood in 2017, a global wave of
disclosures concerning gender inequality has emerged. Taiwan, too, experienced its
own reckoning in 2023, with high-profile sexual harassment cases in the political and
entertainment sectors. Although Taiwan ranked seventh globally and first in Asia on
the Gender Inequality Index (GII) in 2021, gender inequality persists. This paper
explores the roots of gender inequality from cultural, anthropological, and historical
perspectives. Anthropologist Margaret Mead argued that gender roles are culturally
constructed. The research of Ester Boserup and Alberto Alesina, among others, has
shown that in agrarian societies, the use of the plough—which favors physically
stronger males—contributed to the marginalization of women. Neuroscientist Robert
Sapolsky noted that humans, despite their innate tendencies toward cooperation and
empathy, often engage in conflict due to the power structures that reinforce in-
group/out-group divisions. Similarly, Matthew Lieberman demonstrated that the
human brain is naturally wired for connection and harmony. Although global indices
show improvements in gender equality, it is estimated that it will take another 131
years to achieve full parity in the economic domain. In Chinese cultural contexts,
Confucianism has traditionally placed a lower value on women and emphasizes a
hierarchical form of benevolence based on relational closeness, which hinders the
promotion of equality. In contrast, Mohism, which advocates for universal love and
egalitarian care, offers a philosophical foundation more conducive to reducing
violence and discrimination. This paper proposes three recommendations: 1.
Advocate for universal love and mutual respect to replace favoritism and exclusion; 2.
Promote compassionate communication skills to prevent the escalation of conflicts; 3.
Implement rigorous gender and equality impact assessments to eliminate

discrimination and drive systemic improvement.

KEYWORDS: #MeToo, gender equality, Mozi's Universal Love, Confucian

Benevolence

2 Part of the funding for this paper was provided by the Ministry of Education's Deep Plowing Project
3-3-2: Workplace Health and Gender Equality. The original manuscript was presented at the Taiwan-
India Symposium on the Promotion of Gender Equality on May 31, 2024.
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