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K8 VUBHEE 2 (BE 65 Ll LBl 2 i E A ER A R I B IH 2 2 5

VO{[EAELE ANOVA

WEE 20RE 3CGRE 4(fE prsggy FE
By (B S%dar ~EHE

7) ) Al ITA)
& Z & (5 320 A) 26 157 40 97

(8.1%) (49.0%) (12.5%) (30.3%)
G 4526 4225 4469 4241 4282 897 .44
IR (RJTHE) 54 32 68 68 49 .00%*
= 196 1.81 248 205 198 498 .68
L EE Vi 03 772 .00*
FEHFT 15 17 17 .25 19 87 .46
A g TS RN 19 .16 .24 .07 15 021 .89
BRI B
LIEAN S Bk 19 .00 10 21 09  12.80 .00%**
2. INFEN R A%t .96 .00 .05 .00 .08  804.68 .00**

ENINEYN G i BN E RS .65 24 .63 .68 45 23.90 .00**

Vi g = R IRE =R &= =N 154 5.42 4.75 8.38 5.15 547 11.71 .00**

5.40FE N el gHT 2.00 1.32 6.68 1.13 2.08 47.92 .00**

6.4 E N Hel Sk &%k 32 47 4.06 13 83 37.96 .00**
7 E AR S e e 15 .00 .38 .00 06 4220 .00%*
8. TAEESENE NG 24 .29 20 19 24 255.37 .00%*
9. TAEESENIE AR 2.68 94 739 121 27 99.67 .00**
10. TAFEBEINE N A .06 .08 2.17 .10 38 2434 .00%*
=R 900 633 1228 7.85  7.75 137.18 .00**

51 *p<.05 + **p<0.01 - 2T B R AR OB Y TR E ST L T
B HE R ETEY T -
9 #6557 bl 12 s A s

B RALE Sy

SEI{ERY 95%

(BB
lspiea N a8 S B R FR B/ME &ARE
1R 26 9.0000 1.83303 .35949 8.2596 9.7404 6.00 14.00
2R MK 157 6.3312 1.43843 .11480 6.1044 6.5580  5.00 11.00
3R 40 12.2750 2.79181 .44142 11.3821 13.1679  7.00 19.00
4f5AH 97 7.8454 141672 .14385 7.5598  8.1309 6.00 12.00

HaET 320 [7.7500 2.55350| .14275 7.4692 8.0308  5.00 19.00
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Research on the types of domestic violence perpetrators who
commit violence against relatives

Chen Hui Nu ~ Lin Min Chieh

ABSTRACT

This study selected victims of domestic violence incidents involving non-intimate
relationships and child abuse reported between October and December 2010 in six
counties and cities including Taipei City, Miaoli County, Changhua County, Yunlin
County, Kaohsiung City, and Hualien County. Research object. Using the "Lethal
Risk Assessment Scale for Victims of Non-Intimate Relationship Domestic Violence"
as a tool, the reporting officer will ask the victim and fill out the assessment scale.
After three months, the perpetrators were again asked by phone whether they had
committed violence again. A total of 892 valid samples were recovered, including 627
cases of violence against relatives, 320 cases against persons over 65 years old, and
320 cases against persons under 65 years old. There were 307 cases. Correlation
coefficients and ROC statistical methods were used to screen the items "predicting
whether the offender would engage in fatal violent behavior and whether he would
commit violence again." The fatal behavior was analyzed by clusters to classify the
offenders. The results showed that the average age of perpetrators of violence against
relatives over 65 years old was 42.82 years old, and they were middle-aged people.
They were divided into the low-threat lethal type (8.1%), angry and low-fatal type
(49.0%), the angry and high-fatal type.(12.5%), and the mentally unstable and then
hitting type (30.3%). The average age of perpetrators of violence against relatives
under the age of 65 is 28.29 years old, and they are young people. They are divided
into threat and low-fatal types (42.3%), angry and low-fatal types (31.9%), angry and
high-beating types (14.0%), Mental instability fatal type (11.7%). This assessment
scale and the classification of domestic violence perpetrators can provide practitioners
with the ability to assess the victim's risk and fatality of violence, provide emergency
protection to the victim, restrain the perpetrator, and conduct high-care visits. Avoid
recidivism and deadly violence by quickly providing effective intervention for both
parties.

Key words: domestic violence, violence against relatives, risk assessment, typology
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the typology of domestic violence perpetrators who
commit violence against their parents (ascending violence), with a particular focus on
differentiating patterns of risk, lethality, and recidivism. While domestic violence
research has traditionally concentrated on intimate partner violence and child abuse,
violence perpetrated by offspring against parents remains comparatively
underexplored, especially in terms of systematic risk assessment and perpetrator
classification. Given the growing number of reported domestic violence cases in
Taiwan and the increasing recognition of non-intimate familial violence, this study
seeks to fill this gap by empirically identifying perpetrator types and providing
practical implications for risk assessment and intervention.

The study adopts a quantitative research design using secondary data collected from
officially reported domestic violence cases. The sample consists of victims of non-
intimate, non-child-abuse domestic violence incidents reported between October and
December 2021 across six regions in Taiwan: Taipei City, Miaoli County, Changhua
County, Yunlin County, Kaohsiung City, and Hualien County. These regions were
selected to ensure representation of both urban and rural populations. Data were
collected through frontline professionals, including social workers, police officers,
and medical personnel, who administered the “Lethal Risk Assessment Scale for
Victims of Non-Intimate Relationship Domestic Violence” during initial case intake.

The study employed a two-stage data collection process. In the first stage, 1,233 cases
were collected, with 1,205 valid responses. In the second stage, conducted three
months later, follow-up data were obtained for 1,095 cases, with 892 valid responses.
The follow-up focused on whether perpetrators had reoffended, allowing for the
examination of predictive validity. Among the valid cases, 627 involved violence
against parents, including 320 cases involving victims aged 65 and above and 307
cases involving victims under 65.

Statistical analyses included descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, chi-square tests,
and Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curve analysis to identify key predictive
factors of lethal and recurrent violence. Cluster analysis, specifically hierarchical
clustering using Ward’s method and squared Euclidean distance, was employed to
classify perpetrators into distinct typologies based on ten significant risk assessment
indicators associated with lethal violence.

The findings reveal distinct patterns in perpetrator characteristics and typologies
depending on whether the victims were aged 65 or above or below 65. For cases
involving victims aged 65 and above, perpetrators had an average age of 42.82 years,
indicating that most were middle-aged adults. Four distinct perpetrator types were
identified:

1. Lowe-threat, low-lethality type (8.1%) — characterized by minimal indicators of
severe violence and relatively low risk of lethality.

2. Anger-driven, low-lethality type (49.0%) — the largest group, marked by
emotional conflict and anger but relatively low lethal intent.
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3. Anger-driven, high-lethality type (12.5%) — characterized by intense anger,
high perceived risk of lethal violence, and elevated danger indicators.

4. Mentally unstable, recurrent violence type (30.3%) - associated with
psychological instability and a higher likelihood of repeated violence.

Among these, the anger-driven high-lethality type demonstrated the highest
proportion of lethal violence indicators, while the mentally unstable type showed a
significant tendency toward repeated violent behavior.

For cases involving victims under the age of 65, perpetrators were significantly
younger, with an average age of 28.29 years, indicating a predominance of young
adults. Four typologies were also identified in this group:

Low-threat, low-lethality type (42.3%)
Anger-driven, low-lethality type (31.9%)
Anger-driven, high-recidivism type (14.0%)
Mentally unstable, high-lethality type (11.7%)

PoONMPE

In contrast to the older victim group, the mentally unstable high-lethality type in this
younger cohort exhibited the highest risk of both lethal violence and severe emotional
dysregulation. Victims in this group reported a significantly higher perceived
likelihood of being killed by the perpetrator. Additionally, the anger-driven high-
recidivism type demonstrated elevated risks of repeated violence, suggesting that
emotional impulsivity plays a critical role in ongoing abuse dynamics.

Across both groups, the “mentally unstable” and “anger-driven high-risk” categories
emerged as the most critical in terms of intervention priority. These findings highlight
the importance of integrating psychological assessment into domestic violence risk
evaluations, particularly focusing on emotional regulation, mental health conditions,
and stress-related triggers.

From a theoretical perspective, the study situates its findings within a multi-layered
framework that incorporates ecological systems theory, attachment theory, and socio-
economic stress models. Intergenerational power imbalance is identified as a key
structural factor, particularly in cases involving elderly victims, where dependency
and caregiving dynamics may shift traditional family roles and create conditions for
control and abuse. Attachment-related factors, including childhood maltreatment and
insecure attachment styles, are also emphasized as underlying psychological
mechanisms contributing to the intergenerational transmission of violence.
Furthermore, socio-economic stressors, such as financial strain, caregiving burden,
and lack of social support, are found to exacerbate the risk of violence.

The study also demonstrates the effectiveness of the Lethal Risk Assessment Scale in
identifying high-risk cases. The scale showed strong predictive validity, with ROC
values indicating reliable discrimination between high- and low-risk cases for both
lethal and recurrent violence. The classification accuracy of the typologies reached
99.0% for cases involving elderly victims and 96.9% for those involving younger
victims, suggesting that the typology model is robust and practically applicable.
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In terms of practical implications, the findings underscore the importance of early

identification and targeted intervention for high-risk perpetrator types. For example,

cases classified as high-risk should be prioritized for multidisciplinary intervention,

including coordinated efforts among social services, law enforcement, mental health

professionals, and community support systems. Immediate protective measures for

victims, such as emergency shelter and restraining orders, are essential in high-

lethality cases. At the same time, perpetrators require structured supervision,
counseling, and, where necessary, psychiatric evaluation and treatment.

The study also highlights the need for tailored intervention strategies based on
perpetrator typology. For instance, anger-driven perpetrators may benefit from
emotional regulation training and conflict resolution programs, while mentally
unstable perpetrators may require integrated mental health and substance abuse
treatment. Additionally, interventions should address broader family dynamics,
including communication patterns, unmet emotional needs, and relational conflicts, to
prevent the escalation of violence.

Finally, this study contributes to the literature by providing one of the first empirically
grounded typologies of perpetrators of violence against parents in Taiwan. It advances
the understanding of non-intimate domestic violence by emphasizing the
heterogeneity of perpetrators and the need for differentiated intervention approaches.
Future research is encouraged to further explore longitudinal patterns of violence, the
role of cultural factors, and the effectiveness of intervention programs tailored to
specific perpetrator types.

In conclusion, violence against parents is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon
that requires comprehensive assessment and intervention strategies. By identifying
distinct perpetrator typologies and their associated risk factors, this study provides
valuable insights for practitioners and policymakers aiming to enhance victim
protection and reduce the recurrence and lethality of domestic violence.



